BERLIN
y\ LL the other capital cities of the European continents
jLJL were from the beginning the natural central focus
of culture and civilization in their respective countries.
In Germany things were different. Long before Berlin
rose to the rank of a .world-city, there were mighty cul-
tural centres in the west and south of Germany. Berlin's
mixed population must slowly fuse into some kind of
unity before it could begin to build up an intellectual
life of its own. As recompense there assembled within
its walls many idealists, devotees of freedom from east
and west who had been driven from home by some petty
restriction or other. We meed only remind the reader of
the French Huguenots who at one time fled to Berlin in
such numbers that they constituted one-fifth of the entire
population of the city and occupied certain quarters of
the town all to themselves with their own schools and
law-courts. Men from the Rhine, Dutch, Austrians,
populated Berlin, but the largest quota has always been
the influx from the East, seeking freedom and work in
Berlin. The "Berlin type" did not begin to develop out
of this mixture until the early years of the 19th century
at which period Goethe, after a visit to the capital, des-
cribed the Berliners, in recognition of their insistent will
to work, their appetite for education and their tendency
to take the world by storm, as "a reckless set of folks"
and said that one must be "as artful as a cartload of
monkeys (lit. "have hairs on one's teeth"!) and sometimes
very outspoken in order to keep one's head above water
amongst them".
It is certain that Berlin is surpassed by nearly all other
European capitals and by most large provincial German
towns in the matter of architectural monuments of former
times, but it is equally certain that in the matter of ultra-
modern dwellings and industrial plant it stands well to